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Abstract

The novel Marupakkam by Ponneelan serves as an important literary source for
understanding the cultural life of the people of Kanyakumari district. This study examines the
cultural elements reflected in the novel from a socio-cultural perspective. It analyses various
aspects of culture such as food habits, clothing, habitation, festivals, ornaments, folk arts,
hospitality, charity, and the use of traditional weapons. The study reveals that these cultural
practices portray the everyday life, beliefs, customs, values, and social relationships of the
people. It further highlights how the novel documents the transformation of traditional
culture while preserving the identity and heritage of the Tamil community. Thus,
Marupakkam stands as a valuable literary text that records the cultural history and lived
experiences of Tamil society.
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